Abstract. This experiment was designed to quantify the motivation to show socially facilitated behaviour, by equating the increase in feeding behaviour shown by a subject chicken, Gallus gallus domesticus, in response to the sight and sound of another bird feeding, with the feeding behaviour shown by the same subject chicken following food deprivation periods of either 15, 30, 60 or 120 min. Feeding behaviour was recorded both as the amount of food consumed and the number of food pecks in a 30-min trial period. As expected, the amount of food consumed and the number of food pecks following food deprivation increased linearly with length of deprivation and the birds ate more during the social facilitation test than during the control when no stimulus bird was present. When this increase in the amount of food consumed during social facilitation was plotted on a regression line of the amount of food consumed it was found to be equivalent to 27 min of food deprivation. When the number of food pecks due to social facilitation was plotted on the regression line of the number of food pecks it was found to be equivalent to 92 min of food deprivation. A reason for the difference between the two estimates of the motivation to feed in the social facilitation test may be derived from the nature of the relationship between the two variables; food consumed and number of food pecks. A bird cannot eat without pecking at the food, but it can peck at the food without eating it. It is proposed that a satiated bird directs its attention to the food in response to the social facilitation effect of the stimulus bird feeding but eats relatively little. Thus social facilitation seems to act more on the appetitive phase of feeding behaviour than on the consummatory phase. 1996 The Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour
Social facilitation is commonly described as an increase in the frequency or intensity of responses or the initiation of particular responses already in the animal's repertoire, when shown in the presence of others engaged in the same behaviour at the same time (Clayton 1978) . It is a well documented phenomenon for several behaviour patterns (see Zajonc 1965 and Clayton 1978 for reviews) and was first documented by Tripplet in 1897. Feeding is the most studied behaviour pattern in social facilitation studies, but there are conflicting results and interpretations (Miller 1957; de Castro 1990; Van Rooijen 1991 (Miller 1957) and it may be that the effects of social facilitation on the different measures of feeding behaviour are not the same either.
Our experiment was designed to quantify the increase in the amount of food consumed and the number of pecks at the food in a standardized social facilitation test. These increases in feeding behaviour were then equated with the increases in the same measures of feeding behaviour, shown by the same subject chicken, following varying periods of food deprivation. In effect this allows us to express the increases in two measures of feeding behaviour in the social facilitation test in terms of the single measure of equivalent minutes of food deprivation. This would indicate how
